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sions, and it is difficult for a layman to understand to which
denomination the institution of the original Protestant
mission at La Pointe may properly be ascribed. Warren
was, according to Neill, a Presbyterian; so also, nominally,
were Ayer and Hall, although the last two were latterly
rated as Congregationalists. Davidson, a Congregational
authority, says: “The first organization of a Congrega-
tional church within the present limits of Wiscounsin took
place at La Pointe in August, 1833, in connection with this
mission;"”! and certainly the missionaries who later came
to assist Hall were of the Congregational faith; these were
Rev. Leonard Hemenway Wheeler and wife, Rev. Wood-
bridge L. James and wife, and Miss Abigail Spooner.
Their work appears to have been as successful as such
proselyting endeavors among our American Indians can
hope to be, and no doubt did much among the Wisconsin
Chippewas to stem the tide of demoralization which upon
the free advent of the whites overwhelmed so many of our
Western tribes.

James’s family did not long remain at Lia Pointe. Wheeler
was soon recognized as the leading spirit there, although
Hall did useful service in the field of publication, his trans-
lation of the New Testament into Chippewa (completed in
1836) being among the earliest of Western hooks. Ayer
eventually went to Minnesota. In May, 1845, owing to the

! Wis. Hist. Colls., xii., p. 445. Mr. Davidson writes to me that in his
opinion Ayerleaned to independency, and wasreally a Congregationalist;
Hall is registered as such in the Congregational Year Book for 1859.
“ As to the La Pointe-Odanah church,” continues Mr. Davidson, in his
personal letter, *“its early records make no mention of lay elders,—
officers that are indispensable to Presbyterian organization. In manner
of organization it was independent, rather than strictly Congregational.
This could not well be otherwise, with no church nearer than the one at
Mackinaw. That was Presbyterian, as was its pastor, Rev. William M.
Ferry. The La Pointe church adopted articles of faith of its own choos-
ing, instead of holding itself bound by the Westminster confession.
Moreover, the church was reorganized after the mission was transferred
to the Presbyterian board. For this action there may have been some
special reason that I know nothing about. But it seems to me a need-
less procedure if the church were Presbyterian before.”



